GIFTED ENGLISH IV SUMMER READING:
[image: ]Summer Reading assignments help you prepare for the upcoming school year. The assignments listed below are considered prerequisites for the course and must be completed prior to the beginning of school. It is in your best interest to 
begin early in the summer so you have enough time to complete all readings.

If you are willing and able to purchase your own copies of these books, you can annotate as you read and will have the books to refer to later in the year. If not, you can find these works in the local library or online. Although video versions of your book may exist and can be enjoyable, they differ greatly from the written word; it is the written words that we will focus on this year (literary analysis).

Required: (Brief highlights—please continue past this chart for full assignments)
	Title
	Genre
	Activity
	Assessment

	Personal/Reader Profile
	Writing
	Introductory writing assignment (Instructions below)
	Digital copy to be uploaded in class on 1st day of school

	Pre-20th Century classic from choice list
	Novel/Drama
	Read and annotate the novel/plays.
(See annotation note below) 
	Formal and Informal Assessments the first two weeks of school

	20th/21st Century “new” classic from choice list
	Fiction
	Read and annotate the novel. 
(See annotation note below)
	Formal and Informal Assessments the first week of school



Grading: All summer reading and writing assessments will be graded based upon your deeper insights on how literary/rhetorical devices, as well as excerpted evidence, add meaning to the text. Surface level interpretations, as well as those found on websites such as Sparknotes, are not considered “A” level work. 

Assignment 1:  Write Your Personal/Reader Profile 
Throughout the summer, spend time thinking (& discussing with family) about how you would like to “introduce” yourself to others—your classmates, your teachers, your future college administration, etc. Think about your character, your experiences, your influences/influencers, dreams/goals, so forth and so on. In a well-crafted multi-paragraph essay, between 500-1000 words, introduce yourself to the world. If possible, I would also like you to include a segment about you as a reader—strengths and weaknesses, genres and styles you love and hate, favorite past readings, etc.  

**Annotation Note: Annotating a novel is quite different from annotating a poem/article/short story/etc. You will not need to make notations on every page/every paragraph. However, you will need to show active reading throughout the text. Explore, question, connect, trace patterns, and capture your reactions. You may do this in the work itself, or on sticky notes attached to the corresponding pages. If you are using an e-book, you would do well to keep a reading journal/log in a separate notebook.

Assignments  2 & 3:   Read Great Writing by Master Writers
Why do we read classic literature over the summer? 1) To give you, when you enter the class in the fall, an immediate basis for discussion of literature, 2) To become familiar with a variety of literary eras and genres, 3) to work on our close-reading skills, and 4) to enrich your mind, stimulate your imagination, and build your background knowledge. 

This list consists of titles that are frequently referenced in college literature classes, AP English Literature exams, CLEP exams, etc. Select books that you have not read previously. 
[You should speak with your parents/caregivers about your reading selection. Some of the books on this list may not share the values taught in some homes. 

Pre-20th Century Choices:
         Don Quixote-Miguel de Cervantes    		Crime and Punishment-Fyodor Dostoyevsky  
         Candide- Voltaire                               		Anna Kerenina-Leo Tolstoy
         Pride and Prejudice- Jane Austen      		Wuthering Heights- Emily Bronte        
         Jane Eyre- Charlotte Bronte               		The Awakening- Kate Chopin  
          Silas Marner- George Eliot                  		Rebecca- Daphne Du Maurier
         A Tale of Two Cities  OR   Great Expectations-ONE Charles Dickens novel 
        Tess of the d’Urbervilles  OR   The Mayor of Casterbridge- ONE Thomas Hardy  novel  
        As You Like It  AND A Midsummer Night's Dream- TWO Shakespearean comedies
							
20th-21st Century Choices:
         All the Pretty Horses-Cormac McCarthy        	Sula-Toni Morrison 
         The Catcher in the Rye- J. D. Salinger            	Purple Hibiscus- Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie
         Their Eyes Were Watching God- Z. Hurston   	The Poisonwood Bible-Barbara Kingsolver 
          Invisible Man- Ralph Ellison                         	Klara and the Sun- Kazuo Ishiguro
         One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest- K. Kesey 	The Shadow of the Wind-Carlos Ruiz Zafon 
         Ceremony-Leslie Marmon Silko                     	The Kite Runner-Khaled Hosseinii 
         The Namesake-Jhumpa Lahiri                         	The Book Thief- Markus Zusak  
         In the Time of Butterflies- Julia Alvarez         	All the Light We Cannot See-Anthony Doerr  
	



Other Things Worth Reading to Prepare for AP English Literature:
· If you find yourself missing classical or biblical allusions, these would be great texts to bolster your familiarity. We will be addressing this material in various ways throughout the year.

Mythology: Timeless Tales of Gods and Heroes, Edith Hamilton
Bible, King James version or New Revised Standard version (e-texts available online)
(The KJ is classic; it sounds like Shakespeare. The NRSV is most widely used for “scholarly” pursuits. Obviously, you will probably want to pick and choose which parts to read. Genesis, Exodus, Isaiah, and the Gospel of Luke would be a solid start.)

· You have probably studied many of the texts below, or maybe not. Your English IV class will build on this foundation throughout the year, including any of these not previously read would make your foundation even stronger. 


Foundations of Western Literature
The Iliad, Homer
The Odyssey, Homer
Oedipus (Rex & Colonus) &
Antigone, Sophocles
Romeo and Juliet, Shakespeare
Macbeth, Shakespeare
The Tempest, Shakespeare

Modern British/World Tradition

1984, Orwell
Animal Farm, Orwell
Brave New World, Huxley
Lord of the Flies, Golding
Cry, the Beloved Country, Paton
Pygmalion, Shaw
The Good Earth, P. Buck

American Tradition
Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, Douglass

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Scarlet Letter, Hawthorne
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, Twain
The Jungle, Sinclair
The Great Gatsby, Fitzgerald
Of Mice and Men, Steinbeck
Glass Menagerie, Williams
The Crucible, Miller
Death of a Salesman, Miller
The Old Man and the Sea,  Hemingway
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