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Topics of Discussion 

• Louisiana Graduation Requirements 

• Louisiana College Admissions Requirements 

• TOPS Requirements 

• When to take the ACT? 

• How to earn college credit at Caddo Magnet High School 

• Louisiana Diploma Endorsement 

• The National Honor Society  

• College Checklist for 9th and 10th grade students 

• How do school counselors help in the planning process 

• News You Can Use  

 

 

 

 

 

 



LOUISIANA GRADUATION 
REQUIREMENTS 



TOPS University Diploma: 
For high school graduates of 2018 and beyond 

• English     4 Units 

• Math     4 Units 

• Science     4 Units 

• Social Studies         4 Units  

• Foreign Language   2 Units 

• Arts     1 Unit 

• Physical Education  1 ½ Unit 

• Health     1/2 

• Electives    3 Units 

 Total    24 Units 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LOUISIANA COLLEGE 
ADMISSIONS 
REQUIREMENTS 





TAYLOR OPPORTUNITY 
PROGRAM FOR STUDENTS 
(TOPS) 



TOPS Requirements & Awards 

Curriculum  
• English   4 Units 

• Math   4 Units 

• Science    4 Units 

• Social Studies   4 Units     

• Foreign Language 2 Units 

• Arts    1 Unit 

      Total  19 Units 

 

    

 

Awards 
• Opportunity Award 

• GPA 2.50 

• ACT 20 

• Performance Award 

• GPA 3.0 

• ACT 23 

• Honors Award 

• GPA 3.0 

• ACT 27 



TOPS Legislative UPDATE  
as of June 29, 2016 

• Act 18 ACT score shall be truncated to a whole number 

• 19.5 = 19 

• Effective beginning with the fall semester of 2016 

• Act 388 GPA requirement increase  

• TOPS Performance Award from 3.0 to 3.25 

• TOPS Honors Award from 3.0 to 3.5 

• Effective for high school graduates of 2021 and beyond 

• Act 503 “Opt Out” 

• Students can “opt out” of receiving TOPS during a budget shortfall 

• Students are not require to enroll full time in school or maintain 
continuous enrollment during that academic year 

• Students must use TOPS eligibility within 5 years of the budget 
shortfall 

  

 

 

 



WHEN TO TAKE                       ? 



Advantages to testing in your 
junior year: 
 

• You receive a free opportunity to take the test! 

• You've completed the necessary coursework 

• Colleges will have your scores in time to contact you 
before your senior year 

• To make your college visits more focused 

• You have the opportunity to retest 

• ACT Prep Course available at Magnet High 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.actstudent.org/college
http://www.actstudent.org/college
http://www.actstudent.org/college


Advantage to testing sooner: 

 

• To qualify for dual enrollment courses 

• To understand the layout of the test 

• To identify areas of opportunity to improve 

• The test can be taken up to 12 times 

 

 

 



ACT Test Dates & 
Registration Deadlines 

Test Date 
Registration 
Deadline 

Late Registration 
Deadline 

Complete Score 
Release*** 

June 11, 2016** May 6, 2016 May 7-20, 2016 June 29, 2016 

September 10, 
2016 

August 5, 2016 August 6-9, 2016 
September 20, 
2016 

October 22, 2016 
September 16, 
2016 

September 17-30, 
2016 

November 8, 2016 

December 10, 2016 November 4, 2016 
November 5-18, 
2016 

December 20, 2016 

February 11, 2017 January 6, 2017 January 7-20, 2017 February 22, 2017 

To get started with ACT products and services, register now –  
http://www.act.org/content/act/en/register.html 
 

http://www.act.org/content/act/en/register.html
http://www.act.org/content/act/en/register.html


Why take PSAT 9, 
PSAT/NMSQT?  



Why take the PSAT 9 & 
PSAT/NMSQT 

 

• To prepare for the SAT 

• To enter competitions for academic scholarships 

• To gain national merit scholar recognition 

 

Testing Dates  

• PSAT 10 ($15)   October 19, 2016 

• PSAT 8/9 ($10)   October 19, 2016 

• Registration – September 5-9, 2016  

 



EARNING COLLEGE CREDIT IN 
HIGH SCHOOL: 
Looking Ahead  



Dual Enrollment 

• Allows a student to earn college credits while still in high 
school 

• Final grades are recorded on both high school and 
college transcripts 

• Magnet partners with LSUS, NSU, and LaTech 

• Minimum scores - (with the recommendation of the high 
school principal) * 
• 1. ACT Composite score of at least 18, and 

• 2. ACT English sub-score of at least 18, and 

• 3. ACT Mathematics sub-score of at least 19 

 



Advanced Placement (AP) 
 
• Nationally recognized program run by College Board 

• Provides a rigorous course of study 

• Requires a “B” or higher in prerequisites 

• College credit earned based on exam score (3 or higher out of 
5) 

• College credit is determined by individual colleges 

• Students can choose where to send their score report 

• CMHS offers 21 AP courses 

 



College Level Examination 
Program (CLEP) 
• A credit-by –examination program 

• Offers 33 exams in five subjects:  

1. History & Social Sciences  

2. Composition & Literature  

3. Science & Mathematics 

4. Business 

5. Foreign Languages   

• The cost is $80 

• Magnet High School is a testing site!! 

• Exams are offered in the spring  

 
 



DIPLOMA ENDORSEMENTS 



Community Service Endorsement 

• Recognizes students who commit time and interact 
with the community to support and encourage 

• Community service is optional, but highly 
recommended 

• Community service can help with college admissions 
and scholarship earnings 

• Students must adhere to CMHS Community Service 
Diploma Endorsement Policy and Procedure to earn 
the endorsement 

 
 
 

  

 



NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY 
(NHS) 



National Honor Society 
(NHS) 
• One of the most prestigious organizations available to 

high school students 

• NHS serves to honor students in the following categories: 

• Scholarship 

• Leadership 

• Service 

• Character 

• Requires a 3.8 grade point average (GPA) 

• Available to sophomores, juniors, and seniors 

• CMHS chairperson is Mrs. Deborah Morehead 
dmorehead@caddoschools.org 

 

 
 

 

mailto:dmorehead@caddoschools.org


COLLEGE PLANNING  
CHECKLIST 
 



College Planning for Freshmen 

Create an Individual Graduation Plan (IGP) 

Develop a solid study routine 

Identify possible career choices 

Participate in extracurricular activities 

Explore career related summer opportunities 

 
  

 

 

www.collegeboard.org 

http://caddomagnet.net/students/activity-period/ 

 

 

 

http://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.collegeboard.org/
http://caddomagnet.net/students/activity-period/
http://caddomagnet.net/students/activity-period/
http://caddomagnet.net/students/activity-period/
http://caddomagnet.net/students/activity-period/


College Planning for Sophomores 

Update IGP 

Take the PSAT/NMSQT (optional) 

Attend college and career fairs  

Participation in extracurricular activities 

Tour college campuses 

Identify at least 3 colleges of interest 
     
    

 

 

 

 

 

        

  www.collegeboard.org 

 

 

http://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.collegeboard.org/


HOW DO COUNSELORS HELP? 
 



College and Career Portfolio 
• Comprehensive college and career planning tool 

• Designed to aid in college and career planning 

• Consists of the following grade level activities 

• Career Interest Inventory 

• Resume Building 

• Graduation/TOPS Checklist 

• Scholarship Search 

• College Search 

• Complete a scholarship application 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Annual Field Trips 

• Caddo Parish College Fair 

• Centenary College  

• Wednesday, October 12, 2016 from 9:00 a.m. -1:30 p.m.  

• Register at www.gotocollegefairs.com 

 

• Caddo Career & Technology Center 

• Remote campus of area high schools  

• Offers Career and Technical Education (CTE) 

• Provide hands-on experience in two-hour blocks of instruction 

• Field trip usually occurs in late November 

 

 

http://www.gotocollegefairs.com/


How to Register for College 
Fairs 



Request to See the Counselor 
• Individual counseling needs 

• Academic advisement 

• Social development 

• Peer tutoring  

• Parent/Teacher Conferences 

REQUEST TO SEE COUNSELOR 
 
Instructions:  To see your counselor, complete this form and drop it in the mailbox outside her office 
door.  She will call for you as soon as possible.  

   
Mrs. Anderson        Mrs. Miles       Mrs. Simmons 
    12th                   11th                  9th & 10th 
  
Student Name:  ___________________________________________    
  
Circle Grade:   9th  10th 11th 12th   
  
Reason (be descriptive): ____________________________________  
  
I prefer to be called from:  1st  2nd  3rd  4th  5th  
 6th 7th   
  
My teacher for this class is:  _________________________________  



Record Request 

• Effective August 2016 

• Fees for transcripts and ACT score reports will be processed 
through www.PayForIt.net 

• The Record Request Form and payment must be submitted 
before any transcript/ACT score report will be processed 

• Please allow ONE WEEK (5 working days) for the processing of 
your request. 

• The Record Request Form can be found in the Counselor’s 
Complex or Caddo Magnet website under the Counseling tab    

 

http://www.payforit.net/


News You Can Use  



GPA Requirements and Honor 
Graduates Regalia Fees 
  

Honor Graduate Regalia 

• Honor Stole - $23.00                             Summa Cum Laude 
Honor Cord (Red/Gold) -  $8.50        Magna Cum Laude 
Honor Cord (Double Gold) - $8.50    Cum Laude   

 

Honor Graduate Categories and GPA 

• Summa Cum Laude       GPA Range  4.75 – 4.99 

• Magna Cum Laude        GPA Range  4.50 – 4.74 

• Cum Laude                      GPA Range  4.00 – 4.49 

 



Correspondence Courses 

• Prior approval is required for all correspondence courses  

• For approval, complete the Correspondence Course 
Request Form and submit the form to your counselor 

• Your counselor will notify you on whether or not your 
course is approved 

• Forms are located on www.caddomagnet.net under the 
Counseling tab or in the Counselor’s Complex 

 

 

http://www.caddomagnet.net/


Extracurricular Athletics Credit 

• One-time offer for .5 P.E. credit to athletes 

• Submit the Extracurricular Athletics Participation Form to your 
coach 

• The Extracurricular Athletic Participation Form is located in the 
Counselor’s Complex or at www.caddomagnet.net 

• Athletic coaches will submit the form to the grade-level 
counselor 

 

 

http://www.caddomagnet.net/


Recap 
1. Know Louisiana College Admissions Requirements 

2. Distinguish between Louisiana Graduation and TOPS 
Requirements 

3. Decide when to take the ACT 

4. Register on ACT. org 

5. Consider the Community Service Diploma Endorsement 

6. Strive for becoming a member of the National Honor Society 

7. Understand how counselors can help 

8. Remember approval is required for all correspondence 
courses  

9. It is best to complete P.E./Health credit during the freshman 
and sophomore years of high school 

10. “Begin with the End in Mind” 
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